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I. Name 

historic Trinity Methodist Church DHL File No. 127-401 

andlor common Trinity United Methodist Church/New Light Baptist Church 

2. Location 

street 8 number 2000 East Broad Street &!hot for publication - 

city, town Richmond xAv ic in i ty  of 

State Virginia code 51 County (In City) code 760 

3. Classification 
~ - --  

Category Ownership 
' -district - public 
L building(s) L private 
-structure -both 
-site Public Acquisition 
-object - in process 

- being considered 
N/ A 

Status 
X occupied 
- unoccupied 
-work in progress 
Accessible 
X - yes: restricted 
- yes: unrestricted 
- no 

Present Use 
-agriculture -museum 
-commercial - park 
-educational - private residence 
- entertainment X - religious 
-government - scientific 
-industrial -transportation 

militarv -other: 

4. Owner of Prooertv 

name New Light Baptist Church, Michael B. Kelsey, Sr., Pastor 

street 8 number 
-. 2000 East Broad Street 

zip code 
city, town Richmond &vicinity of state Virginia 23223 

5. Location of Legal Descriotion 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Richmond City Hall 

street 8 number 900 East Broad Street 

zip code 
city, town Richmond State Vireinia 23219 

6. Faepresentation in Existing Surveys 
Division of Historic Landmarks 

title Survey (File No. 127-401) has this property been determined eligible? -yes H no 

date November 1986 -federal JL state -- county - local 

depositary for survey records Division of Historic Landmarks, 221 Governor Street 
zip code 

city, town Richmond ,tate Virginia 23219 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent X -deteriorated u n a l t e r e d  -original site 
- good - ruins - altered -moved date N/A X 

X -fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Trinity Methodist Church is a substantial Italianate brick building 

conspicuously located on the west slope of Church Hill on Richmond's Broad 

Street. The building was constructed between 1859 and 1875. Although the 

building has suffered the loss of its distinctive, very tall spire, and has 

undergone various minor alterations, it maintains its integrity as an 

architectural landmark. The nomination consists of one contributing 

building. 

( See continuation Sheet 81 ) 



8. significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1799 
X - 1800-1899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Signif icance-Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric -community planning - landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  religion 
- archeology-historic -conservation - law - science 
- agriculture - economics - literature -sculpture 
_X architecture -education m i l i t a r y  - social1 
- art e n g i n e e r i n g  - music humanitarian 
- commerce - explorationisettlement - philosophy -theater 
-communications - industry - politicslgovernment - transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1859-1875 Builder'ArchiteCt Albert L. West, Architect 

Statement of Significance ( in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Trinity Methodist Church, for many years home to the city's oldest Methodist 

congregation, is an architecturally important structure, a bold and elegant 

Italianate edifice designed by prominent architect Albert L. West. The 

church is critical to the historic definition of eastern Richmond. The 

building, through its heroic. siting and composition, has been a city land- 

mark since its construction between 1859 and 1875. 

( See Continuation Sheet #5 ) 



9. Major Bibliographical References , see Continuation Sheet 
) 

Church Archives. New Light Baptist Church, 2000 East Broad Street, Richmond, 
Virginia. 

City Directories: 1852, 1859,1860, 1866. Richmond, Virginia. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property less than one acre 

Quadrangle name Ri- 
UTM References 

A b: 1; ,> 1,: I:., kj 1 11 1- > !; - l7  1 
Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 1 . 7 1 r M C  

Zone Easting 
u " LLW Northing 

c W ~ ~  u u 
EW u 11111111 F W  u u 
GW IJ)llllll lr)ljlll H W  L L L l d  u 
Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and just i f icat ion , i iy ;  I i I [ . ,   TI,^, 

The boundaries have been drawn to include only the church building, its 
historic fence, and the ' j d r d ~  immediately around it. This is the property 
historically associated with this building. ( 5  C c i i t i n u a t i o n  Slieet !::I 

List  a l l  s tates and count ies for propert ies overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A code county N/ A code 
< ,  

state N/A code county N/ A code 

1 1. Form Prepared By 

name'title Division of Historic Landmarks s t a f f  

organization Division of Historic Landmarks date 1986 

street&number 221 Governor Street telephone 804-786-3143 

city or town Richmond state Virginia 23219 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer certification 
- -- -- 

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national X -. state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservatio 
6651, 1 hereby nominate this property for incl 
according to the criteria and procedures set 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

H. Bryan Mitchell, ~ i ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~  
" Division of Historic Landmarks 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 
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7. RCSTr,IPTIO:! - - L.rcr~itecturai  Pnal!lsis 

Archit,cctwal Analysis 

Exterior:  Tr in i ty  Methodist Church i s  a rectangular brick bui1dir.g 

with an entrance tower on i ts  longitudinal axis .  The walls a r e  of painted 

brick except f o r  t he  facade (south elevation) which i s  stuccoed. The 

corners a r e  accented with s l m l a t e d  q u o i n i ~ g .  The brickwork i s  American 

with Flemish bond. The ground f loo r  is delineated by a water t ab le ,  and a 

corbeled b e l t  cowse separates t he  two t i e r s  of wLndovrs a t  the  sar.ctmry 

level .  A bold I t a l i ana t e  cornice surrounds the  bui1dl.n~. The colmice i s  

constricted. of vrood ar.d features heavy brackets rrith an ogee c m e .  These 

brackets a r e  carr ied up i n  the  raking cornice a t  t he  south elevation. The 

low-pitched gable roof i s  sheathed i n  s l a t e .  

The facade i s  characterized by i t s  three-stage cen t ra l  tower. The 

first stage of the  tower features  a wide arched doorway approached by a 

f l i gh t  of splayed s t a i r s .  The o r i g i ~ l a l  doors have been replaced, b ~ t  t he  

frame and the semicircular transom are  i n t a c t .  The second stage of the  

tower, which i s  separated from the  first by a small cornice, f'eatwes two 

arched reveals flanking a cen t ra l  arched window i n  i t s  f ron t .  Similar 

arched reveals a r e  or! t he  l ~ t e r - 1  faces of t h i s  stage. A secorld small 

cornice crowns t h i s  stage. The t h i r d  stage,  which r i s e s  above the  ridge of 

t he  gable roof ,  i s  o c t a g o r ~ ~ l  i r l  plan. P i l a s t e r s  define each corner, and 

withir, the  four main facets  a r e  Palladian-v~indow motifs with t h e i r  cen t ra l  

( See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet #2  ) 
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a-ched elements f i t t e d  with lo1117ers. A fourth stage a?d a sp i re ,  par t  o;' 

the or ig ina l  design, have been rexoved. me fourth stage was an open 

octagonal be l f ry ,  with arcked s ides  and a smll bracketed cornice. The 

225-foot sp i re  was damaged by Eiurric=e Raze1 i n  1954, and the r e m i n i r g  

fragments were dismantled i n  1955. Photographs show the  sp i re  as o i  

octagonal plm., r i s i n g  t o  a point, without e::t,ernal elaboration. 

To e i t h e r  s ide of t he  tower, tall ,  arched windows l i gh t  t he  twin stairs 

leading t o  t h e  balcony. Double doorways with arched f z n l i ~ b t s  provide 

access t o  t he  gromd f loor .  

The eas t  and west elevat,t,ions are  defired by f ive  regxlar bays with two 

t i e r s  of vlndol*rs l i pa t ing  the sanctuaqr ?nc! a s m i l e  t i e r  l igh t ing  

the basement. The windoivs haw semicircular heads with corbeled hood molds. 

Window sash i s  four--over-four with the upper sash mched. The r ea r  (north 

elevation) is mrke6  by a projecting three-sided bay re f lec t ing  the chancel 

apse. The elevation i s  not pierced except f o r  a circul2.r t i t t i c  vent. 

A one-story classroom wing i s  located on the northwest corner of the  

building. lhis briclc wing has a cornice s imilar  t o  t he  corr~ice of t he  main 

building. Tl?e w i n g  d 0 e ~  r.ot appear i n  an 1899 photograph of the  chwch. 

The churchyard i s  defined by a stone wall ?r.d I;:? a s' dlple metal fence 

which replaces an orsi&nal ornat,e cast-iron fence. No geaT,resites are  

rr,mQked within the yard. 

( See Continuation Sheet # 3  ) 
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T nt,cr?or: The p r i m r y  entrance a t  Tr ic i ty  leads t o  a v e s t i b ~ l e  ur?t,h a - 

steep stair r i s i n g  from the f ront  door t c  t he  sanctuary level .  The 

czr?ciocs sanctuary i s  re la t ive ly  spartan with a U-skaped balcony and 2 

hemispherical chancel apse being the most s ignif icant  f e a t ~ r e s .  

T.e balcony is reached by two w i n d i ~ g  stairways which flank the 

entrance. It i s  supported on a s e r i e s  of t r i angular  wooden brz.cl:ets with 

ornarcentt31 -?urn fleur-de-lis motifs. An elegant balcony rail, comprised of 

cast-iron posts  and balusters  carrying a mlded  r a i l ,  encloses t he  bal-con::. 

Pm o r p r  b u ~ i l t  by Henry Erban of Philadelphia boasting 1,300 pipes was 

or iginal ly  located i n  t he  r e a r  of the  balccny. 

The chancel i s  s e t  o f f  f'on the canctual?r bg a low semiel l ipt ical  

b a l ~ s t r a d e  on a dais .  A hemispherical apse framed by wooden p i l a s t e r s  

a semie l l ip t ica l  arch with a lceystone surmounts t he  chancel. The in t e r io r  

of the  apse i s  painted white; it ray P2ve been intended f o r  m a 1  

decoration similar t o  t he  apse i r i  the  f o ~ n d  f loor  auditorium. Frcept f o r  

t he  balmti-ade, t he  chancel furnisPirgs a r e  modern. Old photographs show a 

polygonal p ~ l p i t  centered or. the  apse. 

Wooden pews which appear t o  be or ig ina l  a r e  arranged i n  an arc!~ng 

p8.tterr. arovnd three a i s l e s  facing the  chancel. The walls of t he  sanctuary 

a re  plastered and painted white. Pr; ear ly  description of the  bx i l . d i r~  

noted t.h?.t t he  walls were "kalsomined" (finished with calcimine pa in t ) .  

The f l a t  ce i l i ng  i s  of pressed metal panels. Six octagonal electrified 

( See Continuation Sheet $4 ) 
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7. iKSCI:IPTIOI; - - ?rciiitectural r n a l y s i s  

1antem.s ?.re s~spellded from the  cei l ing.  The wir~aov:s have s m l e  i n t e r i o r  

casings. Folding 1cu.iereci s h ~ t t e r s  a r e  f ixed on the  sar,ctr,?g windows. 

The p o m d  f l c o r  was designed as a secondary a ~ d i t o r i m  (ca l led  the  

school auditorium); church services were held i n  t he  ground. f loor  while the  

main s a n c t u a ~ y  V!25  under construction. This aua i to r iw.  o r ig ina l ly  had a 

chancel with a hemispherical apse similar t o  that of t he  ~znc tua ry .  

Photo~~.ph: :  of the  auditorium show a nura l  paint ing of a rnother and chi ld  

i n  t he  apse. The pound f loor  bias been remodeled with ner.? p?rt i t , ions and 

f in i shes ,  2nd the  space is  now used fo r  classrooms m.d church of f ices .  A 

stairway a t  t h e  northeast corner of the  ground f l oo r  y~'o.~i?ec eccess t o  the  

sanctuary. 

The bci lding is i n  f a i r  condition. Plans z e  wderwag f o r  a 

renovation of t he  building, including reconstmct ion of t he  sp i r e .  



NPS Form 10-9004 O H B  NO. 1 0 2 4 . 0 0 1 8  
13-82) L x p l r e s  1 0 - 1 1 - 8 7  

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 
TRINITY NETHODIST CHURCH, Richmond (city), VA 

Continuation sheet ++5 Item number page I 

Architecture: Tr in i ty  Methodist Church i s  a s ippif icant  building 

desiw-~d by a m j o r  a rch i tec t  a s  an urban landmark. Recognizing the v a l ~ e  

of the  Cllristian sp i r e  i n  defining neighborhoods and v i s t a s ,  archi.tect West 

designed the  building so that the sp i re  would dominate Broad S t ree t  cr. the 

east-west axis ;  it is  a l so  d i r ec t ly  on ax is  vrith Hull S t ree t  across the  

James River. The composition of the  building was derived through Georgian 

protot~ypes, ultimately from Wren's London c i t y  churches. The t a l l  sp i re  

and staged tower, m.d the  landmark s i t i ng ,  owe something t o   job^ P?e~shts 

1822-1824 A l l  Souls' Church, Langham Place, London. The d e t a i l s  of the  

building, including the sirmlated q ~ o i n s ,  the  heavy bracketed cornice, ar.d 

the  semicircular windows and fanl ights ,  r e f l e c t  t he  prevalent I t a l i ana t e  

t a s t e  of t he  1850s. 

The Broad S t ree t  Methodist Church, a l so  desipned by West, was of 

comparable qual i ty  with a. s?'milnr- cornposition and detai l ing.  For m y  

yezrs t he  sp i res  of the  Broad Street, and TrinTty churches dominated Bmad 

Street  from opposite h i l l s i d e s  above Zhockoe Valley. The d e s t n c t i o n  of 

the  Broad S t ree t  Kethodist Church rersiers Tr in i ty  Methodist Church a l l  the  

more important. 

( See Continuation Sheet # 6  1 



NPS Form IC-OW.. Q Y B  Bo. 2 0 2 8 - 0 0 1 8  

13-82] cxplres 1 0 - I : - " ,  

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 
TRINITY t.IETHODIST CHURCH, Richmond ( c i t y ) ,  VA 

Continuation sheet #6 Itern number 8 page 2 

Architect Albert I r w ~ n c e  West ( 1825-1892), F.A.I.A.. , a r~a t ive  

Virginian, w2.s a ifiw-y regarded a rch i tec t  and a de1:oct i e thodis t  ,who read 

the Bible cover-to-ccver a t  l ea s t  eight times. He was described, shortly 

a f t e r  his death: 

He was eepecially a master of ecc les ias t ica l  archi tecture ,  a branch cf 

the b ~ ~ s i n e s s  admitted by the profession as ,  next t o  t he  constructicn 

of ? f i ne  tkea te r ,  one reauir ing more t h o r o ~ g h  mderstanding of 

arcii:tect~x-e. p rac t ica l  and a r t i s t i c ,  thm. any other.  1 

West's chwch designs included, i n  adejt.ion t o  P i n i t y  and Broad 

S t ree t  Nethodist, the  Grace S t ree t  Papt i s t  Church i n  3ichmond, and. a new 

facade f o r  t he  Centenary United Methodist m ~ r c h .  Tie was a rch i tec t  for  

chwch ed i f ices  a t  Ciarlot,te, Fal.ei#, and Winston-Salem, North Carolina; 

a t  Lagos, Western Africa; and at Yokohama, Jap2.n. Fiest VJZS chaiman of t he  

Virginia Surday--School Co~?ventlon jus t  before h i s  death, and i n  1890 he was 

a delegate t o  t he  Internat ional  Smday-School Convention I.n Pittsburgh. 

History: - .. Richmond's "Firs t  Chwch" Methodist congregation was 

organized i n  1799. The corgregation adopted the  name Trini ty  by Tn 

1f327-1828 Trini ty  congregation constructed a chwch building on Franklin 

Street  next t o  t he  Exchange Hotel. Vi is  bullding was destroyed by f j r r  ir. 

1836 ancl quickly rebuilt, on the  sane location. 

( See Continuation Sheet W 1 
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C. i;:l.liII'ICXiTL - - t i istorical  ~acl:trruuilt! 

I n  1859 it was detemfined t o  s e l l  +,he old cbcrch building, and t o  

re locate  t he  congregation i n  a new building near t he  Church H i l l  

r e s iden t i a l  neighborhood. A substant ia l  s e p c n t  of t,he corpega t ion ,  

however, separated frorn Ti-inity and planned another c h ~ r c h  building a t  

Broad and Tenth s t r e e t s .  Architect Albert L. West, ?. m.ember of Tr in i ty ,  

prepared plans f o r  both new churches. The dissenzing congregation b u i l t  

the  Brocd S t ree t  Y~ethodist Church i n  1859-1861. 

Ccnstlxction of t he  new Trini ty  Chwch at 20th and Broad s t r e e t s  beg2.r. 

ir 1859. Cr. 3 February, 1860 the bui:ciingTs pcund f loo r  "schooi 

a ~ d i t o r i m "  was dedicated. The congregation met i n  t h i s  auditor3.vm periding 

tke completion of the  remainder of the  church. Corrqletion was delay-€2 by 

v ~ r ,  and the  main auditorium was not f inished u n t i l  November, 1866. me 

co-t of t he  construction was estimated at  $35,CCO. The sp i re  was not 

erected u n t i l  1.87k-lE75. 

'Prinit,y congregation relocated t o  a new building j.n t he  west end of 

Richmond, a t  Forest Avenue and Stuar t  Hall Road, i n  1945. The old church 

was sold i n  1947 t o  t he  New Light Baptist  congregation, vrhich has occupied 

it since tha t  t 3 . e .  F l m s  a re  under way t o  res tore  the  building t o  i t s  

h i s to r i c  appearance, including reconstruction of t he  spj.re. 

A l t h o ~ i ~ b  T r k i t y  Methodist Church i s  owned by a rel igious i n s t i t u t i on ,  

its primary significance l i e s  i n  i t s  a rch i tec tura l  d i s t inc t ion  2nd it 

( See Continuation Sheet #8 ) 



NPS Form 1C 900 a 18  10 . L 2 4 - 0 ~ 1 5  

13 82) r x p z r r a  l o - 3 ' - X 7  

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 
TRINITY LIETHODIST CHURCH, Rlchmond (city), VA 
Contlnuat~on sheet #a Item number Page a 

should tksrefcre  be considered e l ig ib l e  f o r  listlnp; mur.der exception A cf 

th?  National Begistex. c r i t e r i a .  

END N O T 3 3  

'Andrew Vorrison, ed., The C l t , y  on the Ja111es. Richmond, Virginia. 
(Iiichmond: George ld. E~glehard t  , 1893) , p . 58. 
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13. C e o r l r a ? ~ i i c i l l  L a t a  - - " c r i a l  Louridar:, I l c s c r i 7 t i r n  

I : c q i ~ i n i l ~ n  a t  a ? o i l i t  on t l ~ c  I: s i d e  o f  E .  i i r oau  S t .  ?.i t l ~ c  
, ' ? + I  iit c o r n e r  o f  tile i r i t e r s c c t i o n  of C. i,roacl S t .  ati(l L W L ~ I  S t .  ; 

t i i c l i ce  u x t c l ~ d i n r j  ak)prox. 100'  SE a lono  t i l e  I :  : ioe c f  C. ;road S t . ;  
thence aoprox. 175' i;L; tt 'encc approx. 1013' Ill! t o  a n o i ~ l t  on 
t i l e  L :ide n f  2 3 t l 1  S t . ;  tiic:nce annrox. 175'  S i '  f n l l o ! : i ~ i u  F 
i d  o f  1 S t .  t o  tile p o i n t  of o r i q i n .  




